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P R O C E E D I N G S 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2010                                 9:30 A.M. 

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Good morning, everyone.  The hour 

being 9:30 and the quorum present, I now call the f inal 

meeting of the Applicant Review Panel on this 22 nd day of 

September 2010 to order.   

  Secretary, could you please call the roll?  

  MS. HAMEL:  Mr. Ahmadi – Here; Ms. Camacho – Here ; 

Ms. Spano – Here.  

ITEM 1.  Approval of Minutes from August 6, 2010, P anel    

   Meeting 

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Thank you so much.  The first item  of 

business is approval of the Minutes from our August  6 th , 2010 

Meeting.  Did you guys have a chance to look at tho se 

Minutes?  Do you have any comments or questions abo ut that?  

  VICE CHAIR CAMACHO:  I looked at them and I have no 

comments or adjustments to them.  

  PANEL MEMBER SPANO:  I looked at them and I think  

they accurately summarize what was discussed at our  last 

meeting.  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Okay, thank you.  I also had a cha nce 

to look at them, I reviewed them, and I found them to 

accurately reflect our actions of that meeting, so do we 

have any comments about that from the public?  Seei ng that 

there is no comments, I move that we adopt as final  our 
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Minutes of the August 6 th , 2010 – do we have a second?  

  VICE CHAIR CAMACHO:  I second.    

  PANEL MEMBER SPANO:  Second.  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Thank you.  Any comments?  No.  Al l 

in favor, say “aye.” 

  (Ayes.)  All opposed?  Seeing no opposition, the 

Minutes are adopted.   

ITEM 2.   Announcements 

  CHAIR AHMADI:  The second item of business, just a 

quick announcement.  Stephanie, did you have anythi ng to add 

to the announcement?  Or do you want me to –  

  MS. RAMIREZ-RIDGEWAY:  I can jump in if you need me 

to.  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  The one that I wanted to make sure  

that we cover is the fact that we have sent a notic e to all 

our Applicants.   

  MS. RAMIREZ-RIDGEWAY:  And I will discuss that in  

Counsel’s Report.  If you would like to take it now , that is 

fine. 

  CHAIR AHMADI:  No, that is fine.  I do not have 

anything else to announce.  

  MS. RAMIREZ-RIDGEWAY:  Okay, we do have materials  

that were distributed to you, to assist you in your  

deliberations at the back of the room, as well as I  believe 

– I cannot see them – two or three computers.  So, those are 
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available to members of the public who wish to look  up 

applicant materials in the process of this meeting.   

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Okay, thank you so much.   

ITEM 3.   Staff Report – Steven B. Russo, Bureau of  State    

   Audits, Chief of Investigations – Report on the  

   Bureau’s activities in support of the panel,  

   including forwarding application materials,  

   confirming applicant eligibility, and gathering 

    information concerning applicants  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  The third item of business is a 

report from Steven Russo, the Bureau of State Audit s Chief 

of Investigations, and I believe that Steven Russo is not 

in, for vacation, so, Stephanie, do you have anythi ng to 

share on that with us? 

  MS. RAMIREZ-RIDGEWAY:  Mr. Russo submitted a writ ten 

report to you and that report has been distributed to you, 

as well as made available in the back of the room, and so it 

will be appended to the transcript and made part of  the 

record.  I don’t know that it’s necessary that I re hash it, 

I will simply summarize it, I will not read it verb atim.   

  Generally speaking, the report detailed the effor ts 

that Mr. Russo directed on behalf of the Bureau of State 

Audits, investigating activities -- investigating a pplicants 

and their backgrounds and activities.  And he’s gon e through 

sort of a four-step process where he talks about so me of the 
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research methods that they used and lets the public  know 

that he and his staff circled back with applicants to give 

them an opportunity to comment before reports were submitted 

to you.  Those reports have been placed on the Inte rnet for 

the public to see, and they were also distributed t o you as 

they were finalized, and I think that is kind of a perfect 

opportunity for me to jump in and let you know that , as a 

final step, in terms of verifying the accuracy of t hose 

reports, we did send an e-mail to all applicants ye sterday 

afternoon, giving them 24 hours to review those inf ormation 

reports about themselves, and correct any factual 

inaccuracies that are contained in those reports, i f any.  

We specifically indicated that we did not wish to h ave 

additional information or a request to change the t one and 

tenor of those reports, but simply corrections for dates and 

times, names of organizations, that sort of thing.  That e-

mail went out yesterday afternoon.  We gave them 24  hours, 

and so we expect that we will have all responses by  1:00 or 

2:00 this afternoon, and so it is a last check with  

applicants to make sure that everything before you is as 

correct as it can be before you launch into your fi nal 

decision-making process.  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Okay, thank you so much.  And that  

also means that we will be making decisions after t hat 

deadline.  
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  MS. RAMIREZ-RIDGEWAY:  That would certainly be my  

recommendation, that I think you can review the rep orts that 

I will give to you today, but I think it would be w ise to 

wait before making any final decisions, until after  you have 

made sure that there isn’t anything incorrect that forms the 

basis for those decisions, and I would therefore re commend 

that you save your deliberations on applicants unti l 

tomorrow.  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  And I agree with that.  Do you guy s 

agree with that?  

  PANEL MEMBER SPANO:  Yes.  

  VICE CHAIR CAMACHO:  Yes.  

ITEM 4.  Panel Counsel’s Report 

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Thank you so much.  So, with that,  I 

think we are moving to our fourth item of business,  which is 

a Panel Counsel’s Report.  Stephanie, would you ple ase take 

the podium? 

  MS. RAMIREZ-RIDGEWAY:  Sure.  And I have already 

covered a bit of what I had intended to discuss wit h you 

today.  I wanted to let you know that we have some reports 

that will be distributed to you now, that reveal so me 

information about some of the tentative decisions t hat you 

have made thus far, based upon all of the applicant  

materials and applicant interviews and public comme nts, and 

everything else that has come before you, all of wh ich is 
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available publicly on the Internet.   

  You have for each party a list of the individuals  

who received, thus far, three favorable recommendat ions from 

you; you then have a list of the remaining applican ts for 

that party who are still in the pool, and you will note that 

that includes even some individuals who have reques ted to 

withdraw, because a request to withdraw doesn’t equ ate with 

having been eliminated from the pool; so, I assume that you 

won’t be considering those individuals, but that at  some 

point you will move to eliminate them.  You also ha ve a 

cumulative report that discusses the demographic in formation 

of those who have received three favorable recommen dations, 

thus far, and, finally, for each party you have a w orksheet 

that lists for you the names and demographic inform ation of 

those applicants in a particular sub pool who have received, 

as of now, three favorable recommendations from you , but it 

permits you to add names as you go through the proc ess, just 

as we did last time.  So, there is a report for Rep ublicans, 

there is a report for Others, those who are not aff iliated 

with either Democrats or Republicans, and also a re port for 

Democrats, and those have been provided to assist y ou in 

your deliberations today.   

ITEM 5.   Public Comment about Applicants 

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Okay, thank you so much.  And befo re 

we move on, I think it is time for public comments about our 
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applicants, which is our Item 5.  So, the panel is looking 

forward to hearing from you, from our distinguished  member 

of the public.  

  MR. WRIGHT:  Good morning, Jim Wright, a voter fr om 

San Jose.  Two things for you this morning.  Ms. Ca macho, I 

sent in the letter detailing how I went about makin g my 

decision, my recommendation, or my opinion of sever al of the 

applicants last time.  I hope you had seen it; if n ot, I 

have an additional copy here for you if you wish.  Did that 

help to answer the question?  

  VICE CHAIR CAMACHO:  Yes.  

  MR. WRIGHT:  Okay, thank you.   

  VICE CHAIR CAMACHO:  Thank you.  

  MR. WRIGHT:  It is posted on the Internet, by the  

way.  I also sent in another letter and I don’t kno w that 

any of you have seen it, it is not posted on the In ternet, 

and why I’ve created this is to help put together t he pieces 

of information that I have heard throughout these i nterviews 

about what makes a good Commissioner.  And it turns  out 

there are several things that it came to the top: A  great 

candidate for the California Citizens Redistricting  

Commission will know and be able to explain the pri nciple 

features of the Voters FIRST Act; will be forthrigh t and 

committed to spending as much time and effort as ne eded to 

complete the Commission’s business to the best of t heir 



 

CALIFORNIA REPORTING, LLC 
52 Longwood Drive, San Rafael, CA  94901 (415) 457-4417 

 

11
 
 

ability; may have a known bias or two, but is very 

convincing about their ability to set those aside w hile 

conducting Commission business; may have a personal  or 

familial, or other possible conflict of interest th at, on 

close inspection, does not compromise their ability  to serve 

on the Commission; will be eager to discard and dis associate 

themselves from Boards, Commissions, or other organ izations 

where they have been appointed or served so as to r emove any 

appearance of a conflicting loyalty; knows that usi ng the 

2010 Census data in California geographic and geopo litical 

information is paramount when starting the mapping process 

during 2011; has a clear understanding of the conce pt of 

Communities of Interest and is prepared to seek add itional 

information from the citizens of California to use in 

producing, as near as possible, truly representativ e 

Districts; is clear in their understanding of the r ole of 

the Counsel to the Commission and the application o f 

existing law directing certain requirements of thei r work; 

the applicant recognizes the importance of the Fede ral 

Voting Rights Act, portions of the California Code relative 

to voting, and will apply the laws as they exist, r ather 

than avoid or seek to change them; understands the basic 

requirements of the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act, and fully 

comprehends how it will shape their behavior as a 

Commissioner -- a little training might be required  for some 
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people on that one; knows what diversity means and is 

committed to actions which support, rather than avo id or 

destroy diversity through their decisions; a Commis sioner 

will be thoughtful, organized, deliberate, and clea r in 

their responses to questions; can speak extemporane ously 

with organized thoughts in a public setting, while 

explaining complex issues or questioning the public ; writes 

in a clear and well organized manner; and has demon strated 

the ability to work collaboratively with the others , diffuse 

conflict; plan and schedule to a defined goal; achi eve clear 

decisions; and play well with others in the communi ty 

sandbox.  In my opinion, these are the qualities th at make a 

good Commissioner.  I would hope that you have take n them 

into account as you are making your recommendations .  Any 

questions?  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  No.  Thank you so much.   

  MR. WRIGHT:  Thank you.  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  We appreciate it.  Do we have any 

other public comments about our applicants?  Seeing  that we 

don’t have any other public comments, I think it is  time for 

us to recess and, as Stephanie alluded, we have sen t a 

request to all our Applicants asking them to review  their 

application material and let us know that the infor mation in 

their packages, in their application packet or mate rial, is 

factually accurate.  So, for that reason, we will n ot be 
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making any decisions until tonight.  So, with that – 

  MS. RAMIREZ-RIDGEWAY:  Mr. Ahmadi, can I just jum p 

in?  It looks like we have some folks who I know ma y have 

traveled.  I think it is the Panel’s expectation th at they 

will be recessing until tomorrow morning.  If you w ould like 

to comment on applicants before tomorrow’s meeting,  now is 

the time to do so, especially if you think you may not be 

able to return.  I just wanted to let you know befo re we 

actually recess that now might be a good time if yo u’ve come 

a long distance.    

  CHAIR AHMADI:  Yes, thank you, Stephanie.   

  MS. RAMIREZ-RIDGEWAY:  It doesn’t look like we ha ve 

any.  

  CHAIR AHMADI:  No.  So, with that, we are going t o 

be on recess until 9:30 tomorrow morning.  Thank yo u.  

 [Adjourned at 9:43 A.M.]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


